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OSES'S DAY IN EGYPT

Temple Found in Memphis
May Cast New Light
fl on Biblical History

Pennsylvania University
Expedition Excavates
Many Rare Articles

ticipated. The great granite gphinx which stands in the
courtyard of the university museum stood in the temple
of Ptah in the city Menes founded in 4000 B. C. Prof.
Petrle dug it up In 1012,

It {s the alm of the Eckley B. Coxs, Jr., expedition
to carry on the Memphite excavations in the thorough,
systematic, unhurried manner characterizing Petrie's
work. There {8 much to be done. He has “merely
peratched the surface.” Sand from the desert and mud
from the Nile through centuries have accumulated, bury-
ing the city far below; and since the Moslem eonquest
the eita has been used as a quarry for bullding stone,
much of nearby Cairo having been bullt from it. Opera-
tione present many difficulties,

The surface stratum was found covered with heavy
mud brick walls of Roman or Ptolemale origin—that is, 30
B. C. or 823 B. C. A trench was sunk down through this
to the water level, and as the seepage of the Nile would
interfere with results a pump was installed to keep the
trench dry. Mr, Fisher then bullt a rallroad to carry to
to a distance the rubblsh removed, thereby immensely
facilitating operations,

Helow the first stratum {8 a laver whosa period of
occupation has not been determined, and below that were
found traces of a wall of such proportions that Mr,
Fisher was certa'n he had come upon his royal palace.
Near It were two projecting columns that Prof. Petrie
had partly uncovered, On April 10 Mr. Fisher wrote to
the miseum:

“I am sure that we have the beginnings of the palace
here The columns bear long Inscriptions and the
panels of the doors have also inseriptions and rellefs i
of the King Merneptah making offerings to different
deities™ I

tut as the work progres<ed it developed that this was
a temple of King Se¢tl 1. or his grandson, not the royal
palace of the New Empire. We know from papyri and
monuments already deciphereq that a temple wag bullt
in Memphis by Set{ I, and that his son, Rameses 11, re-
Lullt ft; statues of the king have bheen unearthed here
T Merneptah was the thirteenth son
of Rame 1. and reigned from 1234 B, C. to 1214 B. C,

But er it I8 the temple of Seti I, or of Mernep-
tah, this v find of far greater importance than the
palace would have been. The bhest puthorities now place
the date of the exodus as 1213 B C, and i{dentify Ramesegy
as the Pharaoh referred to. Merneptah, we read, main-
tained friendiy relations with his Hittite neighbors, hut
during the troubled dave of his gneeessgor, when anarchy

i
ruled, the supposition s that Mo=es led his brethren out
of the land of hondage
Moses, then, was in Egvpt w n Merneptuh was king § i
4
{

HE work of exploration is left to America in thess
T days. In the fleld of archeology, for instance,
there are no expeditions of importance anywhere
In the world except those sent out from this coun-
try: and in Egypt, a land where records of incal-
culable value to the antiquarian and the historian are
buried thickly, the Boston Museum of Fine Arts and the
University of Pennsylvania Museum are the only insti-
tutions that have conducted excavations within a vear

As Tum Bux has already announced, the expedition
representing the university museum has unearthed a
thing of splendid importance—the ruins of a temple in
Memphis whose inseriptions denote that it was erected
during the relgn of 8eti I. or of his grandson Merneptah,
Prior to Merneptah ruled Rameses I1., Cwesar of the Nile
and the sovereign who he'd the children of Israel In
bondage. Moses, then, may have frequented this temple,
and It may be that here Aaron turned the rod into a
serpent that ate up all the serpents of the roval nfagl-
clane. (8ee Exodus vii, 9-12)) In any event. it ia be-
lleved that archesology is about to secure Information
that will throw important light on Biblical history
gl From Philade!lphia last winter went the Eckley R
Coxe, Jr., expedition under the direction of Clarence B
Fisher, curator Hf the Egyptian section of the univer-
' alty museum. When he arrived in Calro on December
16, 1914, he found that England had assumed a pro-
tectorate over the land of the Nile, that all German and
Austrian concesslons for excavating had been forfe!ted
and that the country was teeming with unemploved

laborers, many of them experienced in these archmolog!-
cal undertakings

He at once set about securing permission from the
Department of Antiguities of the Egiptian Government
to work upon the sitea of Tanle, Memphis and the pyra-
mid flelds of Gizeh. Tan!s is a city in the western deita of
whose existence from the sixth dynasty (beginning 230503
B. C.) to the Roman perlod there (8 proof {n the massive
remains of temples and statues, the latter forty and fAfty
feet high, dug up several years ago by I'rof. W. M
Flinders Petrie, the eminent Egyptologist., In 1913 it
was parcelled out to a French and an Austrian company,
but operations upon it had never heen started.

hy other our

The worid will wait with interest for possible light X
! : uprm Moses or the Israelites from this expedit it
! i lleation f h ustrian ha!f as well
Mr. Flaher's application for the Austriun b 18w But its tasgk is tedious and requires infinite patience

as for the German and Austrian concess ons !n the When the eolumns referred ta ahove were completely

rrmfto{lt‘! at Gizeh, which had been partiy worked, was
refused by the Hritlsh Government, which (s reserving

eir encireling debris they were coated with
nud and the surface of the stone itself was wet and soft

, samined unti] dried in

all cancelled grants t!l] the clos= of the war \Mr, Fisher

e sl after 8 Ol
' hopes to secure some part of Tanls later The greate 1 in ‘ g the
In one of the most important parts of the Gizeh : y . o beneat L 1! \'. \
pyram!d fields the Boston museum has hesn conducting oy - ok N > . racks! port r are ¢ \ I .“

isly touch ma destroyv an invaluable

investigations since 19503, Mr. Fisher be.ng formeriy

v
It I8 impossible to keep Feyptian w

assoc.ated with Dr. Relsner there. A transfer of part COLUMNS OF posts during the hot s} wd toward the last of June
TEMPLE
UNEARTHED

AT MEMPHIS

of this site was made by the Boston people to the FEckley Mr. Fisher discontinued excavations In another week

!

B. Coxe, Jr., undertaking. This !s the greatest old e will be back at the Mempliys templs Besides the

| -
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ONE OF THE OLDEST STATUES
KNOWN, ABOUT 4000 B. C.

ERONZE STATUETTE
OF PTAH,
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‘ RIBBED VAULT SHOWING INTERLOCKING BRICKS &7 €7 OFFERTORIUM IN THE TEMPLE ~£7 &7
‘ 4
[ empire fleld in Egypt and must yield a rich harvest Ben! Hasan; but no record yet found d!scloses how he dvnasty. B assoclation of his name here would indi=  information he belleves he will find regarding Riblieal i
| Hefors heginning on Gizeh, where he had declded to became Kking. cate that he has been rvightly dated. This s the fourth  history American archicologists think that A &
l work fArst, Mr, Fisher went over the area of rulblsh If the size of a pyram!ig proclalms the importance of o J\“er i I;Ill I]-w"u“‘-'ll"‘ ¢ fr nher built r is .| 4 t 4 I.‘:‘<: l: yzll”-:::;. ;‘o Il' .l.:‘: .' i r-‘l‘u’-ll‘: " !
‘Al . Another nportan nd i an offering chamber bull s ane o deptl § urné i N f
) g o - \ y he f ' | ALse [\ 1 [ i -
1 mounds, stone pilées and palm trees at Bredeshen, on the the monarch who caused it to be bully, then hhl!”‘ “,J of mud bricks with a ribbed vault of especinlly designed  there of the prehistorie Memphties, 1 o people ohyls
| west hank of the Nile fourtesn miles south of Cairo, indeed a powerful king, His s a monstrous achieves brick with interlocking Joints Thiz is the first time  ously not harbarlans who were there before Menes, thers
H which 1# all that remains of the Memphis of Egyptian ment, contalning gome 2,300,000 hlocks, and raquiring the that this type of construction has been turned up g before G000 B O, and of whom the Nile geems to have i
! g'ory, and deelded to begin operationg upon an untouc hed work of 100,000 men throngh twenty years, {f we are to the excavation of any ancient =it washed away egvery lmpression
| . X \ . 3 A statue fn rellef and stelae were in the chamber, all Four thonsand small articles, all told, have thus far L
nart ‘ad hiel a alleve i we ruing of the belleve our old friend Herodotus, The atone was quar- |
ll portion beneath which h bslieved 1ay the ynr ol . g ' in excelient state Mr. Fisher places the tomb in which een added to the Kgyvptian department of the museum |
i raval palace of the New Empire period Fhere was no rpled on the opposite side of the river and floated over; W owas found “not later than the sixth dynasty.” It by this operation in Memp! Among them are mafdy ' |
| hiteh in getting this concession. But Mr. Fisher hag not {1t took ten years to hulld a enlossal canseway up which might we e much earbier, sinee the King Zoger in bhusts of terra cotta, scarabs, gold fewelry, amnlets, stone 5
: ‘E ‘ tound the palace. He has found a bullding of far greater those blocks could he hanled to the plateau on whieh < {LTVTTI S troduced the first stone tombs, and those  yoses. There (8 the hend of a statue of red sandstonas { !
. : 10! LT 6% ) ent out of fashion und e of a ) Sty Tt et Nelther s the ro
mportance to archieolog!lsts and the world at large, the pyramid stands, atru m K W l | ! ! ne JRLLLLL ¢ At Fnn rock
| . 4 ) " ) - A painteg tiret e gt Mifteen inches high was ryvstal eves given 1 + in this remarkabls era, but
|| The (3'zeh grant was worked from January to March K hafre, his successor, bullt the second pyramid at this found in a small walled up niche in this chamber, and 5 they may have dropped out in tha enurse of the thou-
of this vear with a force of 180 men. One of the first  ,,ine. 11 1s smaller and of inferior workmanship, but at in the b methiod of the artists of the Nfth and sixth  sands of vears they have been buried, for the cavities {
i dlacoveries was an offering table with two rows of In+ (e east margin of It are the scanty ruins of a pyvramid dvnasties, The m i authorities think it 1s one of tha are still there {
- . 1 1 ! . L) 1 : Al 1 [ ¢ A b 1} 1 4 sl P ) W 1 A ne o L4 |
geriptions around its edge, ' containing the names of temple. The great sphinx guards the entrance to this CARVING IN TEMPLE oldest statues known, with a probable date of 4000 1. « One head may 't a slave, or r 16 of
. ok Dedef T} ent ri nni to the 14 encl In March the Pennsyivania section moved eamp to  the numerous foregn and nferior paces gathered in tha [
¢ ‘ha vlefre hee Bres - o the s Wy closure \ 9 " '
Khufu (Cheops), Khatre and Dedefr 0. JERSL By angd to: (e causewe) FURRAg o PYERBLG #RoIRME table just discovered will when deciphered throw light Memphis and bewon work there on the 18th The out- Memphis of thar da the other displays a striking
mid of Khufu (Cheops) towers over these excavatloBs. ,j,ve, and archeologists have long tried to determine ... 00 problem break of the wiar had terminated the research of Prof.  countenance. It wears a headdress, which mav (ndioate
He was of the fourth dyvnasty, with a refgn heginning  whetheor Khafre was responsihle for the great sphinx Dedefra was a mysterious monarch of whom little {8 Petrie here, whic) v had been conducting sinee 1908 a monnro) r sithiect prince, and a hlg riler of ins
‘i 1560 B. C.. a noble from middle Egypt, near the modarn  There is a porsibility that the inscriptions on the offering known, and he hag been tentatively placed in the fourth and in which the University of Pennsyivania had par-  telllgence (s noted by the features
! )
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